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  Abstract 
This article investigates the reasons for Hong Kong parents to give up local 
education, and enroll their children in nonlocal curriculum schools. 6 parents from a 
nonlocal curriculum school in Hong Kong were interviewed. Data collected were 
grouped into a ‘push-pull model’ to illustrate the relationship between push factors 
from local education and pull towards nonlocal curriculum education. Findings show 
that when making school choice decisions, parents primarily take four areas into 
consideration: value, experience, needs and expectations, and social network and 
media influences. Each aspect constitute of push factors form local schooling to pull 
factors to nonlocal curriculum schools. Major considerations for choosing nonlocal 
curriculum schools as indicated by parents include happiness, the ability to love and 
care, children’s personalities, English language development, future education, and 
impression gained from social media. Suggestions for further studies are then given in 
accordance to the factors identified, which may have the potential to bring about 
improvements in education policies to meet the needs of Hong Kong parents and 
students.  
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Chapter 1 – Introduction 
 
Nonlocal curriculum schools in this study are defined to be schools that do not 
adopt the local curriculum recommended by the Hong Kong government. They 
include international schools and a number of private schools under the Private 
Independent scheme. Most nonlocal curriculum schools base their curriculum and 
system on that of foreign countries. They have been growing in number in Hong 
Kong through out the years. The total number of places offered by nonlocal 
curriculum primary and secondary schools has increased by 58.7%, from the 30982 
places in the academic year 2001-2002 to 49185 places in 2011-2012 (EDB, 2012). 
Nonlocal curriculum schools, in particular, international schools were originally set to 
serve expatriates in the community, yet, through out the years, local Hong Kongers’ 
demand for nonlocal curriculum schooling has been increasing (Bray and Yamato, 
2003). However, very little research has been conducted in this area to understand the 
reasons behind the increased demand of nonlocal curriculum schools.  
 
The study reported in this paper answers a number of questions. Through 
identifying the reasons of parents sending their children to nonlocal curriculum 
schools, we can gain more understanding in parents’ perceived needs of their child’s 
education, giving information to educators and policymakers. Local parents who are 
wealthier and are able to afford higher school fees chose to send their children to 
international schools instead of following the local streams. Through studying the 
reasons of such action, we can perhaps understand what aspect of local schooling is 
insufficient in satisfying parents’ perceived needs of their children’s education, and 
hence making improvements in the local system. On the other hand, with the 
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government actively supporting the international school sector (EDB, 2012), it can be 
estimated that the nonlocal sector will continue to expand. Through investigating 
parents’ reasons of enrolling their children in nonlocal schools, we may be able to 
provide a general direction for which nonlocal curriculum schools could aim at 
developing. 
In the following chapters, Chapter 2 gives an overview of previous research in 
the area of school choice, school choice options in Hong Kong, factors pushing 
parents away from local schools and the pull factors towards nonlocal curriculum 
schools. Chapter 3 gives information regarding to methodology, context of study, 
participants, procedures and data analysis of the study. Chapter 4 presents the findings 
from interviews and analyzes the data with accordance to previous literatures. Chapter 
5 summarizes the preliminary findings of this study, and gives recommendations in 
how can the data collected be put into use and gives suggestions for further research.  
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Chapter 2 - Literature Review 
 
2.1 School Choice and the Hong Kong Context  In	  Hong	  Kong,	  parents	  are	  given	  the	  power	  to	  choose	  what	  kind	  of	  school	  and	  which	  school	  do	   they	  send	   their	   children	   to.	  They	  are	  given	   the	   ‘choice’	  of	  their	   children’s	   education.	   Parents	   want	   what	   is	   best	   for	   their	   children.	   With	  school	   choice,	   West-­‐Burnham	   (1992,	   as	   cited	   in	   Tam,	   2002)	   suggested	   that	  parents	   are	   customers	  whose	  needs	  need	   to	  be	   satisfied.	  They	  would	   carefully	  weigh	   the	   returns	   of	   a	   particular	   school	   or	   an	   education	   system	   against	   its	  deficiencies,	  to	  allow	  their	  children	  receive	  what	  they	  consider	  is	  the	  best	  (Chubb	  and	   Moe,	   1990).	   It	   is	   believed	   that	   by	   giving	   parents	   the	   power	   to	   choose,	  changes	  would	  be	  brought	  to	  educational	  policy	  decision	  making,	  shift	  of	  power	  to	   parents,	   and	   allowing	   market	   discipline	   to	   help	   amend	   the	   ‘bureaucratized	  system	  of	  education’	  (Schneider,	  et.	  al,	  1998).	  	  	  
In Hong Kong, local Hong Kong parents can choose from a variety of different 
schools for their children’s education. Schools in Hong Kong can be divided into the 
following categories (EDB, 2016; Ng, 2012):  
1. Government school: Schools which operation are fully responsible by the 
government.   
2. Aided schools: Schools that are founded and ran by religious organizations or 
other bodies but are fully subvented by the government.  
Government and aided schools deliver the government recommended 
curriculum and provide free education.  
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3. Private schools: There are three types of schools under this category,  
i. Direct Subsidy Scheme (DSS) schools: Private schools which are given 
financial assistance by the government. 
ii. Private Independent Scheme (PIS) schools: Schools under the PIS 
scheme have the freedom to deliver either local or non-local curricula to 
primary local students.  
iii. International schools: International schools adopt national curricula of 
other countries and mainly provide education to expatriate families in 
Hong Kong.  
 
2.2 Criteria for Decision Making 
When making school choices, parents often consider various factors to find a 
school that best suits their needs and beliefs. Myriads of research have been 
conducted to identify the criteria parents take into consideration when choosing 
schools for their children in different contexts and schooling. Research found that 
considerations for academic achievements are the most considered aspect (Bagley, et 
al, 2001; Bosetti (2004) West, 2001;Maddaus, 1990; Ngan and Cheuk, 2004). 
Maddaus (1990, p.275) examined research in relation to parental choice, and 
concluded that academic quality, which includes factors such as teacher quality, 
administrative leadership, academic standards and pedagogy, plays a significant role 
in decision making of school choice. However, this view has been contradicted by 
other research suggesting that parents consider other factors to be more important. 
The happiness of the child when studying in the school is found to be a factor that 
leads decision making of school choice (Coldron and Boulton, 1991; Carroll and 
Walford, 1997; Hayden, 2006; Bagley, et al, 2010) School atmosphere, discipline, 
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values etc, are also identified to be considerations of choosing the right school 
(Maddaus, 1990; Potter and Hayden, 2004).  
While aspects in relation to the academic achievements and schools’ 
atmospheres and environment are prominent, parents also suggested that the location 
and available transportation have been considered when choosing the right school 
(Bagley, et al, 2001 , Yaacob, et al, 2014; Bernal, 2005 ; Goldring and Rowley, 2006). 
Parents tend to choose schools that do not require children to travel long distances and 
requires long transportation time (Bagley, et al, 2001; Ngan and Chung 2004). Parents 
value their own experience or the experience of others when making school choice 
decisions. Parents tend to send children to the same school their siblings attend 
(Smedley, 1995, Bernal 2005). Previous education experiences of parents also make a 
difference (Bagley, et al, 2001; Bernal 2005; Beavis, 2004). Bernal, 2005 found that 
parents often choose the type of schools that they studied themselves. Mackenzie 
(2010) investigated international school parents in Japan found that parents if had 
negative experiences in local schooling, would not send their children back to local 
curriculum schools. Ngan and Chung (2004), found that Hong Kong parents considers 
schools of innovative curriculum as more attractive.  New approaches of teaching and 
learning and interesting learning content are determinants of quality education, and 
therefore are more attractive to parents. The same research also showed the effects of 
social networks and the media in school choice. Schools with a good reputation in the 
media and society, and those that are recommended by other parents and friends are 
appealing to parents.  
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2.3 Push factors from local schooling 
Given the various criteria in choosing schools for their children, such criteria 
will therefore propel parents away from certain schools and attract them to others.  
 
A major reason concluded from different research for parents to not choose 
local schooling for their children is that they are not satisfied with the education local 
schoolings provide (Ng, 2012; MacKenzie, 2010; MacKenzie, et al, 2003; Ezra, 
2007).   In the local Hong Kong context, Ng (2012) interviewed 25 parents whose 
children attended international schools in and found that parents concern if local 
schooling would develop children’s overall development. The large amount of 
homework and assessment in local schools, and the affects of parent-child 
relationship due to high-pressure education also worry parents. Parents also lacked 
confidence in the local education system due to the hastily implemented educational 
reform. There are  alimited number of research conducted in the Hong Kong context 
about parents’ reason for declining the local school curriculum, but we can draw from 
similar research conducted around the globe. Japanese parents interviewed by 
MacKenzie (2010), expressed that parents have doubts in the normative educational 
experience and exam-orient nature of local schools, and also have concerns with how 
students are pitched to compete with each other rather than to feel and love. 
Moreover, some parents pointed out that their own negative experience in the local 
education system is a determinant factor of not choosing local schools for their 
children. Ezra, (2007), conducted with Israeli parents who send their children to 
international schools, and summarized a list of ‘push factors from public schools’. 
Major push factors of local schooling identified by parents include large class sizes, 
	   13	  
low teacher quality, lack of strong curriculum, and not meeting specific needs of 
students.  
 
When parents are pushed away from local curriculum schooling, they would 
start looking for alternative schooling for their children. To make decisions on what 
schools should they send their children to, parents would gather information of 
alternative options. It is prominent that we understand how much information parents 
have  
 
2.4 Pull factors of nonlocal curriculum schools 
In the case of Hong Kong, Ng (2012) found that nonlocal curriculum are able 
to address the problems brought about by local curriculum. Despite the limited 
number of research conducted in the Hong Kong context, there has been a myriad of 
research investigating the attractiveness of nonlocal curriculum in other contexts 
around the world, from which we can take reference. Parents who are not happy with 
the local curriculum often look for alternatives available in the market to send their 
children to. In particular, they look for alternatives in curriculum (Beavis, 2004). 
Other research conducted in various contexts supports this finding. Potter and Hayden 
(2004) investigated parents whose child are attending nonlocal curriculum schools in 
Buenos Aires and found that the major reasons for enrolling them in such schools 
include if the school itself is a caring school, of high academic standards, small class 
size, focuses on all round development, and of good discipline. Not only do nonlocal 
curriculum schooling addresses the problems faced by parents in local schooling, they 
also have attractions of its own. Through out different research, a crucial factor for 
parents to send their children into nonlocal schools is the emphasis on developing 
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children’s English language ability (Hayden, 2006; MacKenzie, 2010; Potter, et al, 
2004, MacKenzie, et al, 2003; Ng, 2012). Parents conceive the use of English at 
schools as signs that the school provides quality education, and that their child 
experienced quality education (Lowe, 2000). Parents who value the their child’s 
happiness also tends to choose schools of nonlocal curriculum (Coldron and Boulton, 
1991; Carroll and Walford, 1997; Potter, et al, 2004, Schneider, et al, 2000; Hayden, 
2006), hoping that factors such as a relaxed curriculum, caring teachers would 
promote happy learning in nonlocal curriculum schools.  
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Chapter 3 – Methodology 
 
3.1 Purpose of Study 
There are many studies conducted in relation to parental choice in schooling, 
however, very few were conducted in the context of Hong Kong, especially about 
school choice based on local or non-local curriculum. This research aims at 
identifying the reasons that trigger parents to consider enrolling their children in a 
school that runs a non-local curriculum, and to identify factors contributing to such 
decision. 
 
3.2 Background of School 
The research was conducted with parents from private nonlocal curriculum 
school. This school is a private school that adopts a hybrid curriculum, with the 
British National Curriculum, a non-local curriculum as the major curriculum, 
supplemented with the local Hong Kong curriculum for the subjects Chinese and 
Mathematics. English is used as the medium of instruction apart from Chinese 
subjects, for which Mandarin is used. Students come from a diverse background of 
different ethnicity, including Hong Kong Chinese, Chinese, American, British, Indian, 
Japanese, Australian etc. The school’s mission includes spreading Christian faith and 
care, enabling students to act with integrity, promoting enjoyable learning and respect 
for self and others, and serving others with love.  
 
3.3 Participants: 
The researcher is currently working at CS as a part-time teaching assistant, 
allowing me to select participants through convenience sampling. 6 parents of local 
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Hong Kong Chinese background were chosen through convenience sampling to 
participate in the research. Although this school has a wide range of students from 
different background and ethnicity, only local Hong Kong Chinese parents were 
chosen because they are the ones to have the most choices when exercising their 
school choice. For them, possible choices may include  
1) subsidized local curriculum schools,  
2) DSS local curriculum schools,  
3) DSS non-local curriculum schools,  
4) private local curriculum schools,  
5) private non-local curriculum schools,  
6) International schools,  
7) homeschool 
 
Other parents of different background and ethnicity may be restricted in their 
number of choices due to limitations such as language, religion, social group etc. 
Local Hong Kong Chinese parents of SEN children will not be selected for this 
research as their number of choices may be limited due to their children’s special 
need.  
 
3.4 Data Collection: 
Data collection adopted the form of semi-structured interviews. Semi-
structured interviews are suitable for exploring perceptions and opinions of 
interviewees regarding  complex and sensitive issues, allowing more information to 
be given and clarfication of answers (Barriball and While, 1994). Each participant 
will be interviewed for around 30minutes. If considered necessary, a follow-up 
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interview was arranged to gather more details about the topic. The interviews were 
audio-recorded under the consent of the interviewees. To analyze and interpretation, 
the researcher translated and transcribed collected data from Cantonese to English.  
 
3.5 Ethical Considerations  
Information provided by participants were treated with the utmost 
confidentiality and anonymity. Personal particulars were removed and they were 
identified by numbers instead. The numbers assigned were not the ID number of the 
parents or the ID or student number of their children. To ensure confidentiality, data 
collected were transcribed only by the researcher. Data collected would be kept for 1 
year after the publication has been released. There would not be direct benefit and 
compensations for participants. Participation was entirely voluntary. Interviewees 
could choose to withdraw from the study at any time without negative consequences. 
Although participants were parents in the school that the researcher was working in as 
a part-time teaching assistant, the researcher was not involved in their children’s 
assessment or their daily teaching. Therefore potential conflict is minimal. During the 
interview, the researcher tried to create a relaxed chatting atmosphere to minimize 
psychological discomfort or stress experienced by participant. Further, interviewees 
had the right to review or / and delete their part in teh audio-record, or not to be 
included in the analysis. The information collected was only used for research 
purposes, and the data would be stored in my password-protected personal notebook 
computer at home, and kept in a password encrypted USB when being transferred.  
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Chapter 4 - Findings and Discussion 
After analyzing the data, a model is developed to structure the collected data. 
It is found that parent’s decision-making determinants can be grouped into four 
aspects: value, experiences, needs and expectations, and media and social network 
influences. In this model, each aspect, consists of push factors that push parents away 
from local schooling, and pulls parents toward nonlocal curriculum schools. The four 
aspects are put according to how easily are these factors prone to outside influence. 
Values are often deep routed believes that do not change easily, while at the bottom of 
the model, social networks and media influences, can be affected easily by acquiring 
new information.  
 
4.1. Value 
Value, refers to the principles or standards of behaviour; one’s judgement of 
what is important in life (Oxford Dictionary, 2015). Values and beliefs are factors that 
are unlikely to change easily, therefore are put at the top of the model.  
 
It is found that the parents interviewed, unlike previous research findings 
(Bagley, et al, 2001; Bosetti (2004) West, 2001;Maddaus, 1990; Ngan and Cheuk, 
2004), did not consider academic achievement as an important aspect, but rather, most 
parents value happinese, and the development of certain traits such as love, self-
initiation and whole-person development over academic achievement. It is clear that 
there is a mismatch between parents’ education belief and the educaiton local school 
provides, therefore pushing these parents away from local schools. Parents expressed 
that the local curriculum  is too rushed, and therefore spoonfeeds their child, have too 
much homework, have a teacher-student rate that is so high, teachers would not have 
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the time and effort to look after and cater for their child, which is not what they desire 
from an education. For example, Interviewee 1 said:  
 
“They (local schools) are teaching too quickly, neglecting children’s 
mental development. I don’t think that children at this age should only 
be focusing on achieving knowledge. Their EQ, creativity, language 
ability, I don’t want them to simply sit still and learn from books.” 
 
On the contrary, nonlocal curriculum schools were able to provide development in the 
areas that parents consider as more important than academic achievement, including 
allowing the children to be happy, to be able to love others and also be motivated to 
learn independently.  
 
4.1.2 Love and Care 
 Many parents expressed that they would want their children to be able to love, 
care and feel for their classmates and other people, and believe that under a nonlocal 
curriculum, teachers care more about their children’s feeling, and children are less 
competitive when compared to local schools, which helps them to become loving and 
caring persons. When asked about what do they considered as the quality of a good 
teacher, Interviewee 1 said:  
 
“Also, empathy, to teach children to have empathy, to love people around 
them. The Chinese society does not use praise often, more often scolding, 
I’m still learning myself, and it makes a big difference. So I want S1 to 
have more confidence and love, hope he can learn from the teacher.” 
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When asked about the reasons for choosing this school, Interviewee 6 said:  
 
“I deeply believe that religion has a great impact on my child…I think the 
teachers are more caring. So I think the school, I am impressed with the 
principal love, and teaching, giving opportunities to students. This is why 
I let my two girls stay in this school…I hope that the new principal would 
keep on following the mission of the school, showing the values of 
Christian love and the moral values implied by the bible.” 
 
4.1.3 Independence  
 Many interviewees expressed that rather than aiming at attaining high marks, 
it is more important to develop student’s interest in learning, and therefore encourage 
them to be self-initiated and be able to learn independently. When asked to describe 
her conversation with a local school parent, she said:  
 
“It depends on whether they (local school parents) are ok with the local 
system. If they are ok, they would say their kids are doing good and 
they would emphasize a lot on marks. But I think it is a lot more 
beneficial if S3 could develop interests in the area and look for books to 
read herself.” 
 
Interviewee 2 stated that she would like her child to develop habits of working 
independently:  
 
	   21	  
“I hope children can be more independent, would be able to work on 
their own on their tests and homework. Marks/ grades are not the most 
important. They can’t be too lazy, but they do not have to be too 
nervous about it.” 
  
It is clear that to the parents of this nonlocal curriculum schooling, the match between 
the school’s education philosophy and their own education value is the major concern 
for their school choice decision. This is in contradiction to the assertion by Fox (1985, 
as cited in MacKenzie, 2010) that ‘most parents are more immediately interested in a 
school’s academic achievement than its “philosophy”’. Parents value schools that 
reflect their education belief in practice through the school curriculum, teachers, and 
school atmosphere.  These differences may be a result of a change in parents’ mind 
over time, or contextual influences, further investigation would be required.  
 
4.2 Experience:   
4.2.1 Parent’s Experience 
Research findings echo MacKenzie (2010)’s finding that parents’ own 
experience in education would act as a determinant as to what school would they send 
their children to. For instance, Interviewee 5, who grew up and studied in Hong Kong 
local traditional schools through out her education, said that:  
 
 “I received traditional education since a young age, I did not want 
my children to receive such education. The pushing of traditional 
schools is out of my control…. Pressure, learning method, the 
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learning attitude they promote, I do not appreciate this. Because I 
was under such pressure as well.” 
 
The extract showed that the interviewee had an unpleasant experience during her own 
education. In order to save her son from such pressuring education, she chose not to 
send her son to local schools. On the contrary, parents who studied overseas, who 
have themselves experienced education outside Hong Kong, tend to send their 
children back to nonlocal schooling. Interviewee 1 said:  
 
“My husband and I both come from Australia. We understand that 
the HK education system is very different from foreign countries. 
We’ve experienced how foreigners teach children, they give them a 
lot of space, very different from Hong Kong’s main stream education 
methods.” 
 
Interviewee 3 also said:  
 
“Her father, he studied overseas, in the US. He accepts the way they 
teach and think its better.” 
  
The finding contradicts Bernal (2005)’s findings that parents often select schools they 
attended themselves for their children. Instead of letting children to following parent’s 
old path, parents would reflect on their own education experiences, school choice 
highly depends on whether the parent enjoyed the education they themselves 
received.  If they did not, they would likely find alternatives for their children so that 
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their children would not have to experience the education system they themselves 
were unsatisfied with. Parents, who were happy with their education, would send their 
children to the system they themselves attended.  
 
4.2.2 Students’ Own Experience 
Other than the experience of parents, interview results also show that the 
students’ own experience and their sibling’s education experience is also a factor that 
parents would consider when making school choice decisions. The children of 2 of 
the interviewees originally studied in local curriculum primary schools before 
switching to this school, and both had unpleasant experiences in local schooling. 
Interviewee 3 described her child’s learning experience in local schools:  
 
“They need children to be more self-initiated, especially when doing 
homework. But S3 is those kinds of people who need to ask a lot of 
questions, especially when doing homework. She would ask for every 
question she did. I found out that she is not really learning, the 
school was pushing her just because they need to, chasing after the 
school syllabus, wouldn’t stop pushing.” 
 
When children have unpleasant experiences in a type of schooling, instead of looking 
for alternatives within the same system, parents would withdraw from it and look for 
alternatives outside the original system.  
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4.2.3 Sibling’s Experience 
It has been proven by various researches that the education experience of 
siblings is a determinant for school choice (Bernal, 2005; Smedley, 1995;) The 
finding of this research further confirms previous findings. The education experiences 
of siblings discussed in interviews also acts as both push factors from local schooling 
and pull factors towards nonlocal curricula schools. Parents would take reference 
from siblings’ experience in a school or in particular school curricula. For instance, 
when asked why they did not put S2 into a local curriculum schools, Interviewee 2 
summarized a few reasons, including large amount of homework and assessments, 
difficult curriculum, little free time, and little time to rest. She mentioned that these 
reasons are observations from S2’s two sisters’ experience in local curriculum 
schools. On the other hand, Interviewee 6 has two daughters that both study in CS. 
Interviewee 6 said:  
 
“And my older daughter was very happy in that year (1st year of 
school), the school was good, and she met a lot of friends, and they 
were kind. Students do not compete with each other; they have 
friendship, and help each other out. A lot of local schools cannot 
achieve this, not all, but most cannot. This is important for children’s 
future. So I finally put my 2nd daughter in the same school.” 
 
Because of an older sibling’s pleasant experience in a nonlocal curriculum school, 
parents would choose the same for the yonger child.  
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4.3 Needs and Expectations 
4.3.1 Cosiderations for children’s personalities and characteristics.  
One of the major consideration expressed by parents in this study is 
considrerations for their childrens’ personality and characteristics. All interviewed 
parents expressed that they have taken their child’s personality into consideration 
when making school choice decisions. All parents identified personalities in relation 
to activeness, creativity, talkativeness therefore their children do not suit the rigidness 
and strict discipline of local curriculum schools. Interviewee 1 said:  
 
“We know someone studying in local schools, and they are very 
strict. Teachers will require students to wear full sets of uniform, 
check handbooks, handing in homework, everything’s so strict. I 
think S1 cannot meet their requirements. And S1 loves to move, and, 
and lovest o talk. If you don’t let him talk, he’ll become another 
person. He would throw tantrums at home. And I think he’s a 
person who is self demanding, gives pressrure to himself. If I admit 
him into local mainstream school, he would be further pressured. I 
wouldn’t be able to handle, and will sooner or later succomb to 
pressure.” 
 
Interviewee 6 said:  
“My 2nd daughter’s personality is very different from my elder 
daughter, she is brighter, like a boy, more laid back. So she cannot go 
to mainstream schools. She can but it would be difficult for her, to 
have to sit still for 30-45 minutes, without moving, or speaking. She is 
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a creative person. She went to a learning centre before and the teacher 
said that when being asked one question, she would ask 50 back. For a 
child like this, who learns this way, it seems like she would not fit in in 
mainstream schools. They have to be quiet, zip up their mouths in 
class, listen to the teacher and obey. My younger daughter is not like 
that.” 
 
They desire schools that are able to cater for their child’s needs, use teaching 
approaches that allows students to be able to express themselves, to learn in a more 
active, flexible and relaxed way.  
 
“He…he’s lazy, not easy to push him, we didn’t want to push him too 
much, so we chose schools that are more relaxed, with less homework, 
so he has more time, to enjoy and play…. The curriculum is less rigid, 
more flexible, children do not have to sit still, they understand better.” 
 
4.3.2 English Language Education 
The development of children’s English langage ability is a factor that many 
parents mentioned when making school choice decisions. Previous research identified 
the English language as one of the major factors of parents’ decision making factors 
(Hayden, 2006; MacKenzie, 2010; Potter, et al, 2004, MacKenzie, et al, 2003; Ng, 
2012). Many parents interviewed in this research echo previous findings considered 
the development of good or native English language ability is a crucial factor of 
school choice decisions, something that local education is unlikely to provide. The 
limited number of native English teachers, the limited exposure to English of local 
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schools made parents doubt that they could equip students’ with a high level of 
English language ability. Interviewee 4 said:  
 
“Language is important. Because other schools mostly teach in 
Cantonese, and this school uses English.”  
 
Interviewee 1 pointed out the importance of having native sufficient native speakers 
as a factor to consider for school choice:  
 
“In terms of English, because we value English, such as native 
speaking teachers, there is only 1 in each (local) school.” 
  
4.3.3 Expectations for the future 
A lot of parents, when choosing schools for their child’s education, plan ahead, 
taking secondary school and even university education into consideration. At least 
half of the interviewed parents in this research expressed that they are either 
considering sending their children overseas for higher education, or have already 
decided to do so. They would look for schools that are able to prepare their children 
for their future educaiton in areas such as curriculum, the medium of instructuion and 
the people they will be with, to help them be familiar with the education environment 
when they are overseas. Interviewee 2 said:  
 
 “Another reason is we’d like to send S2 abroad in the fuuture to continue his 
education, so we’d like him to have a good foundation in English. 
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In a nonlocal school, teachers should be westerners, allowing students to hear 
more English and be used to foreigners.”  
 
This amplifies MacKenzie (2010)’s finding of international school parnents enrolling 
their children in international schools because they expect them to study abroad.  
 
4.4 Social Network and Media Influences 
4.4.1 Family and friend influences  
Foskett and Hemsley-Brown (2003) found that social networks, school visits, 
and talks with teachers are the bases on which parents make their school choice for 
their children. When asking parents from where did they gathered their information 
about schools and the different choices they have, many suggested that they consulted 
their family members and friends. A lot asked other parents whose children have 
experiences in studying in local schools or nonlocal schools, and hence generated 
some basic ideas of how local schools and nonlocal schools work. Summarizing the 
interview results, the impression parents got for local school schools from interactions 
with others include large class size, strict discipline, large amount of homework, long 
working hours after school and rushed teaching schedule. For example, Interviewee 4 
said:  
 
“I think so, yes, I think that studying is …..(inaudible), of course it is 
necessary, but pushing too much, like hearing roumours about other 
schools, having 6,7,8 homework, working until 10pm every night, I 
think, it should not be this type. He shouldn’t go to this type of 
school…. Er, I think the number of teacher and students in a class. I 
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know that some schools, one class only has one teacher, 40 students, 
its too much, the teacher cannot take care of so many students.” 
 
Some parents have also heard of some ‘horror stories’ of students studying in local 
schools, becoming very depressed due to high pressure. Interviewee 6 said:  
 
“I’ve heard of cases that the whole family was very pressured; the 
child needs to see a psychologist. School was unbearable after just a 
few months. The mother was pressured too, so they finally changed 
schools. I’ve heard a lot of cases like these.” 
  
The negative image of local schools developed frightened parents, pushing them away 
form local schooling. Many therefore seek to find alternative schooling that would 
allow their children to have a happy and enjoyable learning experience. The findings 
echo previous literature that informal networks are crucial for making school choices 
(Smrekar & Goldring, 1996; Goldring and Rowley, 2006).  
4.4.2 Media Influences 
Aside from gathering information of different schoolings from relatives and 
friends, most parents got their information from sources such as the internet and 
education magazines. There is a high possibility that parents would encounter 
information about how horrible or pressuring the local education system is from news 
reports, columns, and social media. For instance, the recent dispute over the Territory 
Wide Assessment (TSA), and the large amount of homework stroked heated debate 
on the internet and other mass media (Chung, 2015; SCMP Editorial, 2016; Zhao, 
2016), which may become a push factor from parent’s school choice. Langsigan, et al, 
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(2015) found that school choice decision makers were informed about their schools 
includes channels through the mass media such as television, radio, online social 
media etc.  
 
Although very few information has been gathered regarding the influence of 
media as a pull factor attracting parents towards nonlocal curriculum schooling, the 
merits of nonlocal curriculum has been very well discussed in the media, for example, 
the Finnish education, the Reggio Emilia Approach and many others (Seih, 2013; Siu, 
2015; Thomilson, 2014;). If there would be an increase in the sample size, there 
should be data in relation to how the media influence parent’s school choice. 
However, current data was insufficient to substantiate this area.  
 
4.5 Parents outside the model 
 The above explains the consideration of most of the parents when they make 
school choice decisions. However, there are parents who have not weighed their 
options very thoroughly when making school choice decisions. The ‘push-pull model’ 
above gives a general idea in how the majority of parents in why have they chosen a 
nonlocal curriculum school for their children, yet there are parents who have not 
given much consideration or have not weighted their options very thoroughly before 
making decisions. For instance, interviewee 4 and Interviewee 6 both expressed that 
they have not considered if their children would be able to connect back to the local 
stream, not did they thought about if they would be sending their children overseas or 
to nonlocal curriculum secondary schools in Hong Kong. Interviewee 4 expressed that 
they are quit worried now. Interviewee 5 even said that she is not concerned about 
their future education at all, there would eventually be a way out. If further research 
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on a similar angle is conducted with a larger sample size, it can be estimated there 
would be parents who did not consider much when making school choice decisions, 
who entered the nonlocal education system ‘by accident’.  
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Chapter 5 – Conclusion 
5.1 Summary 
The primary aim of this research is to investigate why would local parents 
send their children into nonlocal curriculum schools. To better explain and show 
connections between factors involved, a ‘push- pull’ model has been developed. 
Factors are organized in accordance to how easily could they be changed or affected.  
 
The first factor identified is value. It is found that local parents who choose 
nonlocal curriculum schools value happiness, development of abilities to love others, 
and learn independently over academic achievements. They believe local schools 
could not facilitate students in the development of such areas, and therefore are 
pushed away from the local stream and pulled to nonlocal curriculum schools, which 
they believe can fulfill their requirement.   
 
Parents’ and children’s first-hand experiences of education in different 
systems are also determinants of school choice. Parents would take reference from 
their own, their children’s and their sibling’s education experiences, when making 
school choice decisions. Unpleasant learning experiences in the local curriculum 
would push them away and encourage them to look for alternatives for their children 
while positive experiences in nonlocal curriculum schools would encourage them to 
enroll children in the same curriculum schooling.  
 
Needs and expectations are one of the primary concerns for school choice. 
Parents of nonlocal schools often identify their children as active and creative; 
therefore, the rigid, result-oriented curriculum of local schools would not fit their 
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children. On the contrary, nonlocal schools adopt a more flexible way of teaching and 
learning, allowing children to freely express themselves and learn in an active 
manner, drawing parents to nonlocal curriculum schools. Findings revealed that 
parents consider English language education as a crucial factor in school choice. They 
believe that a good school should be able to equip their children with a good or native 
level of English, as many of them are considering sending their children overseas for 
their future education. Nonlocal curriculum schools allow them to be familiar with an 
international education environment, which is something local education cannot 
provide.  
 
Finally, media and social networks contribute to the push and pull factors of 
school choice. Many parents gather information about the education system from 
friends and relatives and the media.  The ‘horror stories’ and negative impression of 
the local curriculum schools parents gathered further pushed them away from 
choosing a local school for their children. Through the reports on nonlocal curriculum 
and innovative pedagogies, it can be estimated that parents would get a positive 
impression of nonlocal curriculum. However, further research has to be conducted to 
show the relationship between media and school choice in the Hong Kong context.  
 
5.2 Implications:  
From the research’s findings, it is clear that one of the major reasons for 
parents to choose nonlocal curriculum education for their children is that they are 
dissatisfied with the education local schooling provides. The result of this research 
notify policymakers of what parent and children desire in education and the 
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insufficiencies of local education, therefore allowing them to review and make 
changes to the local system to better suit needs of parents and students.  
 
For both local schools, research result allows them to learn from the merits 
and deficiencies of each other, therefore bettering the education they provide. For 
local schooling, although it may not be entirely possible to Taking reference from 
areas such as nonlocal schooling teaching methods, could be a method to address the 
problem of spoon-feeding and the result-oriented nature of local schooling.  
 
The results of this research can also inform nonlocal curriculum schools of 
their strengths, and the major reasons local parents choose these schools. Based on 
these, nonlocal curriculum schools can identify the areas for further development, 
hence expanding nonlocal curriculum education in Hong Kong. 
 
5.3 Limitations and Recommendations: 
This research is a small-scale research that involves only a limited sample of 
parents from one nonlocal curriculum school. A larger scale research or a quantitative 
research conducted in the same context is necessary to establish the validity of the 
model.  
 
Moreover, the school chosen for this research can be considered as an 
uncommon school even in the nonlocal school stream. Further research can be 
conducted in different contexts and nonlocal curriculum schools, such as IB schools, 
and international schools, in order to establish the generality and validity of the 
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model, and to see if parents of different nonlocal curriculum schools have different 
considerations.  
 
As indicated by Langsigan, et al, (2015) and Goldring and RowleyK (2006), 
multimedia and social networks are factors that have a great impact on parents’ school 
choice decision making. This is an area that data from this research could not 
substantiate. Further research can be conducted in the Hong Kong context to 
understand the how do different forms of media, social media and connections affect 
parent criteria and concern in school choice decisions.  
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Appendix	 A	 –	 Sample	 Principal	 Consent	 Form	 
 
194/1215	 
敬啟者：	 
	 
本地或非本地課程？以及家長考慮的因素。	 
	 
	 本人是香港大學教育學院學士（小學英語學）四年級學生鄭芷茵。本人
將主理一項有關「選校」的研究計劃，希望邀請	 	 貴校參與。研究題目是「本
地或非本地課程？以及家長的考慮的因素。」。如	 	 貴校同意參與研究，是次
研究會訪問香港華裔家長。研究目的為尋找家長為子女選擇有關選擇非本地課
程學校的原因，以及影響該選擇的因素。詳情如下：	 
	 
受訪對象：	 隨機抽取 10 位本地華裔家長	 
訪問時間：	 首次訪問：需時約 30 分鐘一位	 
後續訪問：需時約 20 分鐘一位(非必需)	 
訪問形式：	 訪問將在雙方同意及方便的時間地點，以單對單「非結構式」面談形
式進行。	 
訪問會以受訪者的第一語言進行，訪問過程會錄音以作記錄。如有必
要，受訪者可能需要接受後續訪問以收集更多相關資料。	 
	 
本人確保受訪者提供的資料會保密和匿名處理。是次訪問所收集的資料只
會用作研究用途。訪問所收集的數據將會保存至首次發表後一年。受訪者的個
人資料將被徹底移除，並只會以受訪者身分證號碼和受訪者子女身分證或學生
編號以外的號碼識別。受訪者有權查閱或刪除其部分或整段錄音，或選擇不被
包括於分析之內。訪問所得的數據只會儲存於有密碼保護，於本人家中的個人
手提電腦，傳送資料時會把資料儲存於有密碼保密的 USB。為確保保密性，訪
問所得的資料自會由本人謄寫。	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是次研究並不能夠為受訪者提供任何個人利益，受訪者參與純屬自願性
質。	 	 貴校及受訪者可隨時終止參與是項參與，有關決定將不會引致任何不良
後果。本人雖於	 	 貴校任職教學助理，但由於本人不會參與學生的評核或日常
教學，故只有極低限度之利益衝突。此外，是次訪問會以輕鬆對話形式進行，
以減低受訪者心理不適和壓力。	 
	 
	 訪問完成後，本人亦非常樂意向	 貴校講解研究的結果，提供家長對非本
地課程的吸引之處，以助學校收生。	 
	 
如日後你對是項研究有任何查詢，請與本人	 (電話：6176	 4395)或本人導
師鄭嘉樂先生	 (電話：2241	 5797	 電郵：chengkla@hku.hk)聯絡。如你想了解更
多有關研究參與者的權益，可致電 2241-5267 與香港大學研究操守委員會聯絡。	 
如閣下明白以上內容並願意參與是項研究，請填妥以下回條。本人非常
感激您的幫助。	 
	 
	 此致	 
新會商會港青基信學校校長	 
	 
	 
香港大學教育學院教育學士（小學英語學）四年級生	 
鄭芷茵	 謹啟	 
二零一六年 x 月 xx 日	 
	 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	 
回	 條	 
我已閱讀上述信息，並決定參與由香港大學香港大學教育學院教育學士（小學
英語學）四年級生鄭芷茵所舉辦的「本地或非本地課程？以及家長考慮的因素
。」研究。	 
學校名稱：	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 
	 
校長姓名：	 	 	 	 	 
	 
校長簽署：	 	 	 	 	 
	 
Sc
an
ne
d 
by
 C
am
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an
ne
r
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日期：	 	 	 	 	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 Date	  Dear	  Principal,	   	  
Local	  or	  non-­‐local,	  this	  is	  the	  question;	  and	  some	  parents’	  
considerations.	  	  I	   am	   Cheng	   Janice	   Tze	   Yan,	   a	   4th	   Year	   student	   studying	   Bachelor	   of	  Education	   (Primary	   English),	   Faculty	   of	   Education,	   at	   the	   University	   of	   Hong	  Kong.	  I	  will	  conduct	  a	  research	  project	  on	  ‘School	  Choice’	  and	  would	  like	  to	  invite	  your	  school	  to	  participate.	  The	  topic	  of	  my	  research	  is	  ‘Local	  or	  non-­‐local,	  this	  is	  the	   question;	   and	   some	   parents’	   considerations’.	   If	   your	   school	   decides	   to	  participate,	   this	   research	  will	   interview	  parents	   of	   local	   Chinese	   ethnicity.	   The	  research	  aims	  at	  identifying	  the	  reason	  for	  parents’	  to	  choose	  schools	  that	  adopt	  non-­‐local	   curriculum,	   and	   factors	   that	   contribute	   to	   such	  decision-­‐making.	  The	  details	  of	  the	  interview	  are	  as	  follows:	  	  Target	  interviewees:	   10	   local	   Hong	   Kong	   Chinese	   parents	   randomly	  selected.	  	  Length	  of	  interview:	   First interview: Approximately	  30	  minutes	  each.	  Follow-­‐up	   interview:	   Approximately	   20minutes	   each.	  (Optional)	  	  Format:	   A	  face-­‐to-­‐face	  semi-­‐structured	  interview	  at	  a	  time	  and	  location	  that	  is	  mutually	  agreed	  upon	  and	  convenient	  for	  both	  sides.	  	  The	  interview	  will	  be	  conducted	  in	  the	  participants’	  first	  language	  and	  it	  will	  be	  audio-­‐recorded.	  If	  considered	  necessary,	  a	  follow-­‐up	  interview	  will	  be	  arranged	  to	  gather	  more	  details	  about	  the	  topic. 	  	   I	   ensure	   that	   the	   information	   provide	   will	   be	   treated	   with	   the	   utmost	  confidentiality	  and	  anonymity.	  All	  information	  obtained	  will	  be	  used	  for	  research	  purposes	  only.	  Data collected will be kept for 1 year after the first publication has 
been released.	   Personal	   particulars	   will	   be	   removed	   and	   participants	   will	   be	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identified	   by	   numbers	   that	   are	   not	   their	   ID	   number	   or	   their	   children’s	   ID	   or	  student	   number.	   Further,	   interviewees	   have	   the	   right	   to	   review	   or/and	   delete	  part	  or	  entire	  part	  of	  their	  audio-­‐recording,	  or	  not	  to	  be	  included	  in	  my	  analysis.	  The	   information	   collected	   will	   be	   stored	   in	   my	   password-­‐protected	   personal	  notebook	  computer	  at	  home,	  and	  kept	  in	  a	  password-­‐encrypted	  USB	  when	  being	  transferred.	  To	  ensure	  confidentiality,	  the	  data	  collected	  will	  only	  be	  transcribed	  by	  me.	  	  	   	  There	   will	   be	   no	   direct	   benefit	   and	   compensations	   for	   participants.	  Participation	  is	  entirely	  voluntary.	  This	  means	  that	  your	  school	  and	  participants	  can	   choose	   to	   stop	   at	   any	   time	  without	   negative	   consequences.	   Although	   I	   am	  currently	   working	   at	   your	   school	   as	   a	   part-­‐time	   teaching	   assistant,	   I	   am	   not	  involved	   in	   their	   children’s	   assessments	   or	   their	   daily	   teaching.	   Therefore	  conflict	   of	   interest	   is	   minimal.	   Also,	   I	   will	   conduct	   the	   interview	   in	   a	   relaxed	  chatting	  atmosphere	  to	  minimize	  psychological	  discomfort	  or	  stress	  experienced	  by	  participants.	  	  After	   the	   interviews,	   I	   am	   happy	   to	   share	   my	   research	   findings	   with	   the	  school,	  to	  provide	  a	  parents’	  perspective	  in	  how	  non-­‐local	  curriculum	  appeals	  to	  parents,	  to	  assist	  school	  admission.	  	  
 If	  concerns	  arise	  about	  this	  aspect	  of	  my	  work,	  please	  feel	  free	  to	  contact	  me	  (6176	   4395),	   or	   my	   supervisor,	   Dr.	   Anthony	   Cheng	   (2241	   5797;	  chengkla@hku.hk).	   If	   you	   want	   to	   know	   more	   about	   the	   rights	   as	   a	   research	  participant,	  please	  contact	  the	  Human	  Research	  Ethics	  Committee,	  the	  University	  of	  Hong	  Kong	  (2241-­‐5267).	  	  If	  you	  understand	  the	  contents	  described	  above	  and	  agree	  to	  participate	  in	  this	  research,	  please	  sign	  below.	  Your	  help	  is	  very	  much	  appreciated.	  	   Yours	  sincerely,	  
	  Cheng	  Janice	  Tze	  Yan	  BEd	  (Primary	  English),	  Year	  4	  Faculty	  of	  Education,	  The	  University	  of	  Hong	  Kong	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  Reply	  Slip	  	  I	  have	  read	  the	  information	  above	  and	  decided	  that	  my	  school	  will	  collaborate	  with	  Cheng	  Janice	  Tze	  Yan,	  Bachelor	  of	  Education,	  Year	  4,	  Language	  Education,	  Faculty	  of	  Education,	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Hong	  Kong	  for	  ‘Local	  or	  non-­‐local,	  this	  is	  the	  question;	  and	  some	  parents’	  considerations.’	  	  School’s	  Name:	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Principal’s	  Name:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Principal’s	  Signature:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  	  Date:	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Appendix	  B	  –	  Sample	  of	  Parent	  Consent	  Form	  	  
敬啟者:	 
	 
本地或非本地課程？以及家長考慮的因素。	 
	 
本人是香港大學教育學院學士(小學英語學)四年級學生鄭芷茵。本人將主理一項
有關「選校」的研究計劃，現誠邀您參與。研究題目是「本地或非本地課程？
以及家長的考慮的因素。」	 ,	 如閣下同意參與研究，閣下會被訪問有關選擇非
本地課程學校的動機及原因，以及影響該選擇的因素。訪問詳情如下：	 
	 
受訪對象：	 隨機抽取 10 位本地華裔家長	 
訪問時間：	 首次訪問：需時約 30 分鐘一位	 
後續訪問：需時約 20 分鐘一位	 (非必需)  
	 
訪問形式：	 訪問將在雙方同意及方便的時間地點，以單對單「非結構
式」面談形式進行。	 
	 
訪問會以受訪者的第一語言進行，訪問過程會錄音以作記
錄。如有必要，閣下可能需要接受後續訪問以收集更多相關
資料。	 
	 
	 
本人確保受訪者提供的資料會保密和匿名處理。	 是次訪問所收集的資料
只會用作研究用途。訪問所收集的數據將會保存至首次發表後一年。受訪者的
個人資料將被徹底移除，並只會以受訪者身分證號碼和受訪者子女身分證或學
生編號以外的號碼識別。受訪者有權查閱或刪除您部分或整段錄音，或選擇不
被包括於分析之內。訪問所得的數據會儲存於有密碼保護，於本人家中的個人
手提電腦，傳送資料時會把資料儲存於有密碼保密的 USB。	 為確保保密性，訪
問所得的資料只會由本人謄寫。	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是次研究並不能夠為受訪者提供任何個人利益，受訪者參與純屬自願性
質，您可隨時終止參與是項行動，有關決定將不會引致任何不良後果。本人雖
於	 	 貴子女就讀學校任職兼職教學助理，但本人不會參與學生的評核或日常教
學。因此只有極低限度之利益衝突。此外，是次訪問會以輕鬆對話形式進行，
以減低受訪者心理不適和壓力。	 
	 
如日後你對是項研究有任何查詢，請與本人	 (電話：6176	 4395)	 或本人導
師鄭嘉樂博士	 (電話：2241	 5797	 電郵：chengkla@hku.hk)	 聯絡。如你想了解更
多有關研究參與者的權益，可致電 2241-5267 與香港大學研究操守委員會聯絡。	 
	 
	 如閣明白以上內容並願意參與是項研究，請閣下填妥以下回條。本人非
常感激您的幫助。	 
	 
此致	 
貴家長	 
	 
	 
	 
香港大學教育學院教育學士(小學英語學)四年級生	 
鄭芷茵	 謹啟	 
	 
	 
二零一六年 x 月 xx 日	 
	 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	 
回條	 
	 
敬覆者：	 
本人已明白是次訪問內容，本人	 __________________________	 （家長姓名）	 
*願意	 /	 不願意參與是次研究。	 
*同意	 /	 不同意在過程中被錄音。	 
	 	 	 *同意	 /	 不同意被識別.	 
	 
此覆	 
鄭芷茵小姐	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(*	 請刪去不適用者)	 
	 
家長姓名：	 	 	 	 	 	 
	 
家長簽署：	 	 	 	 	 	 
	 
日期：	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 
	 
Date 
Dear Parent,   
 
Local or non-local, this is the question; and some parents’ considerations. 
 
I am Cheng Janice Tze Yan, a 4th Year student studying Bachelor of Education 
in Language Education, Primary English, Faculty of Education, at the University of 
Hong Kong. I will conduct a research project about ‘School choice’ and would like to 
invite you to participate. The topic of my research is ‘Local or non-local, this is the 
question; and some parents’ considerations’. If you decide to participate, you will be 
interviewed on your reasons for choosing a school that does not adopt a local 
curriculum, and factors that contribute to this decision-making. The details of the 
interview are as follows: 
 
Target interviewees: Approximately 10 local Hong Kong Chinese parents 
randomly selected.  
Length of the interview: First interview: Approximately 30 minutes each. 
Follow-up interview: Approximately 20minutes each 
(Optional) 
Format: A face-to-face semi-structured interview at a time and 
location that is mutually agreed upon and convenient for 
both sides.  
The interview will be conducted in the participants’ first 
language and it will be audio-recorded. If considered 
necessary, a follow-up interview will be arranged to gather 
more details about the topic. 
 
I ensure that the information provide will be treated with the utmost 
confidentiality and anonymity. All information obtained will be used for research 
purposes only. Data collected will be kept for 1 year after the first publication has 
been released. Personal particulars will be removed and participants will be identified 
by numbers that are not your ID number or your children’s ID or student number. 
Further, you have the right to review or/and delete part of or entire part of your audio-
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recording, or not to be included in my analysis. The information collected will be 
stored in my password-protected personal notebook computer at home, and kept in a 
password-encrypted USB when being transferred. To ensure confidentiality, the data 
collected will only be transcribed by me.  
 
There will be no direct benefit and compensations for participants. Participation 
is entirely voluntary. This means that you can choose to stop at any time without 
negative consequences. Although I am currently working at the school as a part-time 
teaching assistant, I am not involved in your children’s assessments or daily teaching. 
Therefore conflict of interest is minimal. 
 
Also, I will conduct the interview in a relaxed chatting atmosphere to minimize 
psychological discomfort or stress experienced by participants. 
If concerns arise about this aspect of my work, please feel free to contact me 
(6176 4395), or my supervisor, Dr. Anthony Cheng (2241 5797; chengkla@hku.hk). 
If you want to know more about the rights as a research participant, please contact the 
Human Research Ethics Committee, the University of Hong Kong (2241-5267). 
 
If you understand the contents described above and agree to participate in this 
research, please complete the reply slip below. Your help is very much appreciated. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Cheng Janice Tze Yan 
BEd (Primary English), Year 4,  
Faculty of Education, The University of Hong Kong 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Reply Slip 
 
I,       (parent’s name),  
  * will / will not participate in the research. 
 * agree / do not agree to audio-recording during the procedure.  
 * agree / do not agree to be identified. 
(* Please delete as appropriate.) 
 
Parent’s  Name:        
 
Parent’s Signature:        
 
Date:          
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Appendix	  C	  –	  Interview	  Guide	  	  
	  
Interview	  Guide	  1. What	   factor/	   incident	  made	  you	   think	   that	   you	  have	   to	   choose	   a	   school	  that	  runs	  a	  non-­‐local	  curriculum?	  	  
有什麼因素／事件令你認為你需要為你的子女選擇一間採用非本地課程
的學校？	  	   2. Is	  there	  something	  in	  the	  local	  curriculum	  that	  pushed	  you	  away?	  	  
本地課程中，有甚麼因素令你認為不適合為你的子女報讀？	  	   3. Have	  you	  considered	  other	  forms	  of	  local	  schooling	  that	  is	  more	  different	  from	  the	  traditional	  and	  mainstream	  one?	  Why/	  Why	  not?	  	  
請問你有考慮其他	   採用本地課程，但屬於非傳統／非主流本地學校嗎？
為甚麼／為甚麼沒有？	  	   4. What	  else	  the	  non-­‐local	  curriculum	  has	  attracted	  you?	  	  
非本地課程有那些其他哪些其他吸引之處？	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5. Where	  have	  you	  learnt	  about	  the	  option	  of	  sending	  your	  child	  to	  non-­‐local	  schools?	  
你從甚麼途徑得知可以送你的子女到非本地學校就讀？	  	  	   6. Where	  did	  you	  gather	  your	  information?	  	  
你從哪裏取集需要的資料？	  	  7. During	   the	   process	   of	   selecting	   a	   school,	   have	   you	   considered	   the	  following	  factors?	  Which	  are	  more	  important	  to	  you?	  	  1. Teacher	  quality	   2. Assessment	  3. Teaching	  methods	   4. Child’s	  Characteristics	  5. Homework	   6. School	  Syllabus	  7. Income	  level	   8. Future	  education	  trend	  9. No/	  little	  consideration	   10. Others	  (Please	  specify)	  	  
在選擇學校期間，請問你有考慮以下因素嗎？哪項比較重要？	  1. 教師質素	   2. 評核	  3. 教學方式	   4. 子女特點	  5. 功課	   6. 學校課程	  7. 家庭收入	   8. 未來教育傾向	  9. 沒有／小許太多考慮	   10. 其他	 （請列明)	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Appendix	  D	  –	  Interview	  Transcript	  1	  	  	  
R: Researcher       I1: Interviewee 1    S1: Student 1 
R:  First, does S1 have any brothers and sisters? 
I1:  No, he’s my only child.  
R:  What made you think that you had to choose a school running nonlocal 
curriculum for D?  
I1:  Its because of his personality, he cannot be subjected to too much presure, and 
he needs someone to appreciate his creativity. Local schools focus on academic 
achievement, so I don’t think this way can allow S1 to truely allow him to 
explore his potentials.  
R:  Have you ever considered a school running the local curriculum for your son?  
I1:  I really have not. I tried applying to YMCA, the admitted him, then he studied 
there. I didn’t try any other school. When he was in K2, we got a leaflet of the 
school, then we thought this school is quite good, it's a happy school, so we 
applied. We didn’t applied to other schools at all.  
R:  So, in what aspects of local schools do you consider unsuitable for your child?  
I1:  They are teaching too quickly, neglecting children’s mental development. I 
don’t think that children at this age should only be focusing on achieving 
knowledge. Their EQ, creativity, language ability, I don’t want them to simply 
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sit still and learn from books. My husband and I both come from Australia. We 
understand that the HK education system is very different from foreign 
countries. We’ve experienced how foreigners teach children, they give them a 
lot of space, very different from Hong Kong’s main stream education methods.  
R:  Do you mean that the experience of parents is a crucial factor in school choice.  
I1:  Yes.  
R:  Did you and your husband immigrated to Australia? 
I1:  My husband and I moved to Australia separately, we met in university. He 
came back to Hong Kong to work, I stayed there to work for a while before 
coming back to Hong Kong, then we got married.  
R:  Did you received Australian education since a young age?  
I1:  I started Australian eduaction in high school. My husband started in primary 
school.  
R:  Have you ever considered hoemschooling?  
I1:  I do not have the courage to do home schooling. But I’ve been to some other 
school’s open day. But they were not very moving/ motivating. So we applied 
to this school.  
R:  So to some extent, you did look up other schools, and have thought about 
different types of schooling? 
I1:  We did try to understand it, and know what it is like in local schools.  
R:  What is local schools like according to your understanding? There are a lot of 
different rumours, say online. What have you heard about? What information 
have you gathere? What impression did they give you? I’d like to know more 
about your opinion.  
I1:  For example, I know there are big classes of 30 to 40 people. And interms of 
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English, because we value English, such as native speaking teachers, there is 
only 1 in each school. I don’t think that’s enough. And there are a lot of 
homework, and assessments and they are all in Chinese, which is very different 
form this school. I am Christian, my husband is Catholic so we would take 
religious backgroun into consideration. We know someone studying in local 
schools, and they are very strict. Teachers will require students to wear full sets 
of uniform, check handbooks, handing in homework, everything’s so strict. I 
think S1 cannot meet their requirements. And S1 loves to move, and, and lovest 
o talk. If you don’t let him talk, he’ll become another person. He would throw 
tantrums at home. And I think he’s a person who is self demanding, gives 
pressrure to himself. If I admit him into local mainstream school, he would be 
further pressured. I wouldn’t be able to handle, and will sooner or later succomb 
to pressure.  
R:  Have you considered education in Australia at secondary school? Or would you 
continue his eduaction in Hong Kong?  
I1:  We’ve thought about both. Australia provides a better environment. But if his 
father needs to stay in Hong Kong for his job, we may choose some 
international school for him. But I think he will study in Australia for 
University.  
R:  You’ve just mentioned if S1’s father stays in HK for work, S1 possibly continue 
his education in Hong Kong? have you every considered that a nonlocal school 
like this would limit his choices for his future edcucation?  
I1:  Do you mean in the international stream?  
J:  It might be difficult to go back to local schools.  
P:  Yes, but since we’ve chosen the nonlocal stream, I don’t think there’s any 
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chance we’d be going back to the local stream, we’re set for the international 
stream. Its difficult, unless that secondary school is more care free.  
Because in other countries, assessment is very different. Projects will be 
counted, which is a lot better, we can see that the student has put effort in it, not 
only examination marks. 
R:  From what way did you learn of this school?  
I1:  Leaflets. We were lucky.  
J:  Did the school leave leaflets at D’s kindergarten or your home clubhouse?   
P:  No, we live near (estate name),they were distributing leaflets around there, 
saying there’ll be a new school and there’ll be a talk for next year’s admission. 
My husband went to the talk, I didn’t. He trusts YMCA, that this organization 
would do good (provide quality education), so we were not worried, thought 
there would not be any problem.  
R:  Can you take a look at the interview guide I sent you? Can you tell me which 
qualities have you considered?  
I1:  Teacher quality, teaching methods, homework, er… the forth one, child 
characteristics, also we, I’ve mentioned, religious background, the school’s.. 
and the its core values, if the school’s core values matches our core values. If 
they appreciate children’s efforts, rather than result oriented.  
R:  Which quality do you consider the most important?  
I1:  The most important… should be teaching methods. 
J:  Can you order them?  
P:  Teaching method, Homework, Teacher quality, Childs characteristics, religious 
background.. any thing else?  
J:  you’ve just mentioned core value.  
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P:  Core value… it should be …. At the beginning the most important. 
J:  You’ve mentioned teacher quality is a crucial factor, what do you consider as 
good teacher quality?  
P:  Native speaking English teacher, and they should have received education from 
outside HK because they have to know what method is effective, and use 
methods with love to teach students, because they have a big impact on 
children. To me this is important. Also, empathy, to teach children to have 
empathy, to love people around them. The Chinese society does not use praise 
often, more often scolding, I’m still learning myself, and it makes a big 
difference. So I want D to have more confidence and love, hope he can learn 
from the teacher.  	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Appendix	  E	  –	  Interview	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R: Researcher       I2: Interviewee 2    S2: Student 2 
 R: Thank you for accepting to be my interviewee. My topic here is to understand 
more in why parents would choose a school that runs the nonlocal curriculum 
for their children.  
I2:  Local curriculum, simply becauase a lot of parents think that the lcoal 
curriculum is rather difficult, children have to do a lot of homework, and have 
lottle free time, they don’t have time to participate in ECA, not to mention time 
to rest. They have dictations and tests every week. Its very demanding for the 
child.  
R: How many children do you have?  
I2: S2 has two sisters, both sisters went to local schools, and then went abroad to 
continue their education. The elder sister went to the US to study high school 
and university after studying a  few years of Secondary school in Hong Kong. 
His second sister also stuided in local schools but went to an international 
school in Year 5, then went to the US for high school. She’s nmow studying in 
university.  
R: You mentioned local school curriculum is difficult, has lots of homework, ad 
tests, are these conclusions you made from S2’s two sister’s experiences?  
I2: Pretty much, S2’s elder sister’s school is murch more Challenging. Have you 
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heard of Good Hope School? It’s curriculum is more advanced and has a lot to 
do. It took a lot of effort, so it was hard and difficult.  
R: Did both sister go to the same school?  
I2: No, they went to different schools. The elder sister’s school was more difficult, 
a lot more homework. The second sister went to ___________, there are still a 
lot of tests, dictations, lots to do, but not as much as the elder sister’s school.  
R: The two sisters’ experience made you choose a nonlocal school for S2? 
I2: I suppose so, half and half. Ano we’d ther reason is we’d like to send S2 abroad 
in the fuuture to continue his education, so like him to have a good foundation 
in English.  
R: Are there any other reasons for choosing a nonlocal school apart from 
developing a good English foundation?  
I2: Mostly is that we hope that he would be more relaxed, less homework, because 
I think it is sad for children to have so much homework. The main reason is that 
we hope to send him abroad when he’s older, so to develop his English 
foundation now.  
R: Some other parents I’ve interviewed suggested that they’d like familiarize their 
children with a nonlocal curriculum since they will send their child abroad in 
the future, or to match the child’s personality or education needs. Do you have 
similar thoughts?  
I2: I didn’t gave much thought about personality. The major consideration is still 
studying abroad. If they don’t adapt at an early age, it would be tough for them.  
R: If English is the major concern, have you ever considered schools that teach in 
English but runs the local curriculum?  
I2: No, because the curriculum is too difficult. This school is quite nice, the 
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curriculum and English taught is not too difficult, and they teach Chinese.  
R: Indeed, it is difficult to live in Hong Kong without Chinese.  
I2: Yes, at least he would understand a complete sentense in Chinese. If its schools 
like ESF, they use English and only learn very basic Chinese, a little worried 
that he’d be left behind. 
R: So when you choose schools, you did applied to other schools?  
I2: Yes, we also applied to AIS.  
R: Is it an international school?  
I2: Yes, because we are considering sending him overseas, so we need him to build 
a good english foundation.  
R: This is a UK curriculum shcool, where are you considering in sending him too 
in the future? The UK?  
I2: I think most likely the US.  
R: Have you thought about there might be a mismatch between the US and the UK 
curriculum?  
I2: Yes, but its not a big problem.  
R: From where did you heard of this school? 
I2:  Education magazines. We noticed its near our home, sending him and picking 
up is convenient, and with an appropriate education method, that's why we 
chose this school. And S2 went to YMCA kindergarten.  
R: You mentioned that this school has a good teaching method. What do you think 
are the good teaching methods other than little homework?  
I2: Mostly relaxed teaching and learning, lessons are not too strict, easier for 
children to understand content.  
R: A lot of local parents would think that students have learnt less if the curriculum 
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is not that packed. Do you have the same concern?  
I2: No, there are many different subject. I think that’s enough.  
R: What do you think of splitting subjects into very precise subjects, other schools 
may only have one subject, General Studies.  
I2: Not really, the school slipts subjects into history, geogtraph etc, even better.  
R: What is the most important thing in a child’s education?  
I2: Knowledge, to learn from knowledge, and be able to put it to use.  
R: Everyone has  a different focus, some parents would think acquiring knowledge 
is the most important, some may think being happy is more important, some 
may think marks are important. What is your focus?  
I2: Half and half, I am not like those moster parents who reuqire children to get full 
marks, but learning cannot be too easy or relaxed, like not revising for tests at 
all. I hope children can be more independent, would be able to work on their 
own on their tests and homework. Marks/ grades are not the most important. 
They can’t be too lazy, but they do not have to be too nervous about it.  
R: This school also have tests, does Jeremy revise without anyone pushing? 
I2: Yes, he would. Wheneveer there’s a Chinese test or a spelling test, he would 
revise himself on the way to school. I am very glad.  
R: I have a list of qualitites with me now, please tell me which of these you have 
considered when choosing this school? The first is teacher quality.  
I2: Yes 
R: What is good teacher quality?  
I2: In a nonlocal school, teachers should be westerners, allowing students to hear 
more English and be used to foreigners.  
R: How about assessment? 
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I2: Yes。 
R: Teaching methods? Do you prefer active learning?  
I2: Yes  
R: Have you considered the child’s characteristics before choosing a school?  
I2: Yes, S2 is very active, that's why I chose this school.  
R: Did you choose this school because the quantity of homework?  
I2: Yes, because this school only has Chinese homework, or during the weekend, 
there maybe a little more but its still a lot less than local schools. S2 can finish 
the homework early and rest.  
R: The next one is school syllabus.  
I2: Not really, we know wht they are learning.  
R: How about family income, have you considered your family income when 
choosing schools? 
I2: No 
R: Furture educaiton… this is your main concern right?  
I2: Yes, because in the long run we want to send him overseas, so we need 
something that can help him adapt to foreign curriculum.  
R: Are there other factors you have considered?  
I2: That's all.  
R: From what ___ did you found out there’s the option of ‘nonlcoal curriculum 
schools’ to send your children to?  
I2: I’ve known for a long time.  
R: Apart from the magazine in which you found our school, in what ways have you 
tried to look for information about nonlocal curriculum schools or international 
schools?  
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I2: I didn’t need to.  	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R: Researcher       I3: Interviewee 3        S3: Student 3 
R: How many children do you have?  
I3: Two, E and her brother  
R: How old is your brother?  
I3: 5 
R: 
So he’s about to go to primary school? Is he going to apply to an nonlocal school like 
ellie?  
I3: Er… yes, I think so.  
R: 
So, going back to E. If I remembered correctly, E switched from a local school to this 
schoo? Is that right? 
I3: Yes 
R: Why so?  
I3: The old school… is a Chinese school, and the way of teaching…  
R: Can you elaborate on ‘the way of teaching’?  
I3: er.. mostly from my own experience. It is now more intense than before.  
R: Can you describe S3’s  local school learning experience?  
I3: 
er.. they need children to be more self-initiated, especially when doing homework. 
But S3 is those kind of people who need to ask a lot of questions, especially when 
doing homework. She would ask for every question she did. I found out that she is not 
really learning, the school was pushing her just because they need to, chasing after the 
school syllabus, wouldn’t stop pushing.  
R: Have you taken S3’s personality into consideration?  
I3: Yes.. em… she is stiff, needs guidance to help her.  
 
R: 
 
If she needs relies on guidance, do you think her old school could provide her with 
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more structured learning? This school is in comparison ‘freer’.  
I3: 
But in local school I need to push her in every aspect, gave her a lot of pressure, and 
she was unhappy and had low self-esteem. There are more than 10 homework, she 
needs to stay home every weekend to finish them. She works hard but her grades are 
still not as good as other.  
R: So how has switching to this school help?  
I3: English. Using English to study was a lot easier than using Chinese.  
R: In her previous education or at home, does she use English to to communicate?  
I3: 
Em, in her kindergarten, they use Chinese and English. At home we talk in Chinese, 
but she watches English cartoons.  
R: Why did you switch to this school? In what area is it attractive? 
I3: English, we want her to learn better English.  
R: Anything else? 
I3: We like the school’s education philosophy. We read the website, the principal’s page.  
R: What is your education belief? What do you think is important in education?  
I3: 
er… interest in learning, happy, to be more confident, to be more willing to take 
initiative in learning.  
Her father, he studied overseas, in the US. He accepts the way they teach and think its 
better.  
R: : 
So S3 is studying in a nonlocal curriculum school, is she going to continue her 
education in Hong Kong? or will you consider other options? 
I3: 
Depends, mostl likely in Hong Kong, ut depending on her fathers’ work maybe we 
may send her overseas.  
 
R: 
If you will be staying in Hong Kong, what kind of school are you going to send her 
to? Local or nonlocal? 
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I3: just local or nonlocal? Not… 
R: or any  school? 
I3: Maybe mainstream nonlocal, but English school.  
R 
Have you considered that there maybe a problem with adapting to local schooling 
afterwards? 
I3: 
Not when we chose this school, but after we got in we did consider.  
We are not sure if what happens next, we’ll need to see in a few years. Maybe (Child 
name) will stay or maybe she’ll go overseas after Primary or in Secondary 3.  
R: From where have you learnt of this school? 
I3: The internet I think, there was a list of schools.  
R: 
Have you talked to your friends or family when you were making your decision to 
switch schools? 
I3: 
Er.. yes, my husband….  I also talked to some friends with children in local schools 
and international schools.  
R: 
From your conversations with local school parents, what impression about local 
schools did they give you? 
I3: 
em… it depends on whether they are ok with the local system. If they are ok, they 
would say their kids are doing good and they would emphasize a lot on marks. But I 
think its more beneficial if S3 would have developed interest in the area and look for 
books to read herself.  
R: 
Now, I have a list of factors that with me, please tell me which of the following have 
you considered when choosing schools.  
1. Teacher quality 
I3: er.. no not really 
R: ok, the amount of assessment? 
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I3: No 
R: Teaching methods? 
I3: Yes. 
R: What would you consider as good teaching method? 
I3: er….. not pushing I think 
R: The next is school syllabus. 
I3: er.. no, not main consideration 
R: Income level 
I3: Yes, of course 
R: Future education 
I3: er… not really. Because of the things now, we chose this school.  
R: Well, I think that's all for now. Thank you again. 
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R: Researcher        I4: Interviewee 4     S4: Student 4 
R:  How many children do you have? 
I4: 2 
R: S4 is the older brother? Does he have a younger sister or brother? 
I4:  A sister.  
R:  And his sister is studying in? 
I4:  K2 
R:  Will the system be considering in applying to schools like this one, running the 
nonlocal system?  
I4:  Er.. we’re still thinking. Depending on her personality, if it fits.  
R:  When you chose the school for S4, what factor/ incident made you think that you have 
to choose a school that runs a non-local curriculum? 
I4:  My major concern is his personality. He is not someone who fits in a traditional 
school. Yes, we chose the type of school that suits his personality. 
R:  Can you describe S4’s personality? 
I4:  He…he’s lazy, not easy to push him, we didn’t want to push him too much, so we 
chose schools that are more relaxed, with less homework, so he has more time, to 
enjoy and play.  
R:  So does this relate to your own education believes? 
I4:  I think so, yes, I think that studying is …..(inaudiable), of course it is necessary, but 
pushing too much, like haering roumours about other schools, having 6,7,8 
homework, working until 10pm everynight, I think, it should not be this type. He 
shouldn’t go to this type of school 
R:  Other from a lot of homework, what other reasons pushed you away from local 
schools? 
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I4: er.. I think the number of teacher and students in a class. I know that some schools, 
one class only has one teacher, 40 students, its too much, the teacher cannot take care 
of so many students.  
R: Any other reasons for not choosing local schools?  
I4:  I think that’s all.  
R:  So, in a nonlocal school, how does it suit your son? 
I4:  The curriculum is less rigid, more flexible, children do not have to sit still, they 
understand better 
R:  You mentioned S4’s sister is also considering applying to nonlocal schools? 
I4:  We haven’t thought about it yet, but our main concern would be her personality, and 
money, is also a consideration. One child is affordable, but maybe not two.  
R:  What is the difference between S4 and his sister? 
I4:  His sister is less accepting, she doesn’t like to think, and sometimes when you give 
her something that’s too difficult, she may be very lost. She needs something that’s 
more clear and direct, black and white, she may not understand the ‘grey’ part.  
R:  When you chose schools for your child, have you considered schools that are less 
traditional or less mainstream but still runs the local curriculum? 
I4:  Yes, I would. I think the school he’s studying in now has some aspects of local 
curriculum in it, but its just taught in English.  
R:   
I4:  Yes, that why I think its less rigid, they let children think and teach them how to find 
answers rather than giving them the answer. I think there’s a difference, and  a reason 
for me letting him study here.  
R:  Any other reasons apart from a more flexible curriculum, promotes thinking that made 
you choose nonlocal curriculum schools? Like language of instruction, teaching 
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methods  
I4:  language is important. Because other schools mostly teach in Cantonese, and this 
school uses English,  
R:  What are the benefits, apart from being able to speak fluent English, of using English 
as MOI? Or are there any disadvantages?  
I4:  Disadvantages would be when he speaks, he mixes Chinese and English together, but 
he cannot speak completely in Chinese or English. He understand English TV now, 
like cartoons, he can understand 70-80%, and he is also good at reading.  
 
He uses Mandarin when learning Chinese, it is quite funny, when he speaks, he would 
use words that are used in Mandarin or say a few words in Mandarin. He sometimes 
mixes the sound. Maybe its because he is still sma,, learning so many languages, 
English, Cantonese, Mandarin, a bit confusing. There are pros and cons.  
R:  Have you ever considered other schools apart from this school? Local schools or DSS 
schools? Some are not as rigid.  
I4:  We didn’t apply to a lot of schools, just this one and another one. Two in total.  
R:  What kind of school is the other one? 
I4:  We applied to (school name). Also a less traditional school, but it's a local school, but 
less traditional. 
R:  Then why did you choose this school? 
I4:  Because that one did not accepted him.  
R:  If you both schools offered a place for your child, which one will you pick? 
I4:  I think I would still pick this one, because that school still has more homework.  
R:  The school now has little homework and not much revision required. Does this has 
any affect on your family or our child? 
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I4:  I think the amount of homework for this school is just right. So he’ll have a lot of time 
for reading or playing with his friends. They could also learn from play.  
R:  Have you considered the problem of not being able to connect back to the local 
curriculum after he graduated? 
I4:  At first no, but now we are thinking what to do for secondary school.  
R:  Would you consider local school, international school or going overseas? 
I4:  If he can, I would let him go to local schools. Growing up and getting older, he can 
take on more pressure, but if he can’t.. this is a question. When we chose this school, 
we didn’t think about it.  
R:  From what way did you learn about nonlocal schools? 
I4:  From friends, or from books or magazines.  
R:  Last question, have you thought about the 9 factors in Q7 on the interview guide I 
gave you?  
I4:  Yes, but I’ll need to add one more, location. After that is homework and teaching 
method.  
R:  Can you put them in order? 
I4:  location, teaching method, homework, family income, teacher quality I’m not that 
concerned. Secondary school, we didn’t think about this before, it's a problem now. I 
don’t think assessment is a big problem, there aren’t a lot of assessments in this 
school. I don’t think it's a problem.  
R:  How about school syllabus? 
I4:  As long as its not too difficult or too easy, I think its ok.  	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R: Researcher     I5: Interviewee 5    S5: Student 5 
R: How many children do you have? 
I5: 2, S5 and his older brother.  
R: Are they both studying in nonlocal curriculum schools? 
I5: Technically, S5 definitely, his brother’s school is a private school, runs the IB 
curriculum, I think it is an English private curriculum . 
R: Why would you choose to put your children into nonlocal curriculum schools? 
What incident/ factor made you do this? 
I5: I received traditional education since a young age, I did not want my children to 
receive such education. The pushing of traditional schools is out of my control.  
R: What do you mean by out of your control? 
I5: If the personality of the child is suitable for such pushing? This is not something 
that parents can control. Nonlocal curriculum schools, the curriculum is more 
inspiring, a very different education.  
R: Apart from pushing the student, what else in the local curriculum do you think 
as inappropriate? 
I5: Pressure, learning method, the learning attitude they promot, I do not appreciate 
this. Because I was under such pressure as well.  
R: So your own education experience pushed you away from the local system? 
Have you considered schools of local curriculum but not as mainstream? 
I5: My son studied in a private school for one year, a private English local primary 
school.  
R: Have you considered other forms of schooling? 
I5: No, no resources. 
R: Going back to the curriculum, what’s the appeal of nonlocal curriculum 
	   72	  
schools? 
I5: I like them praising, and inspiring students and active learning.  
R: What is active learning to you? 
I5: My son in class, when they write, the school would use a lot of ways like games, 
resources to inspire them to write better writings, not focusing on copying, 
memorizing. This is the biggest difference between local and international, I 
think.  
R: In terms of assessment, what do you think is the difference in assessment in 
nonlocal schools? 
I5: Local schools value marks and grads, the amount you’ve memorized, they use 
‘memorization’ to replace all learning strategies. As long as you are good at 
memorizing, swallow the whole book, you can make it. But for nonlocal 
schools, teachers try to inspire and encourage students to express, its completely 
different.  
R: In terms of teacher quality, the two kinds, local and nonlocal school teachers 
have very different ways of teaching. Does that make a difference? 
I5: Yes, the method now is using praise. The private school before only praises 
those stronger teachers, other students with different characteristics… the 
teacher would only focus on these students and well behaved students.  
R: Compared to the other way of teaching, is your son any different under this 
teaching method? 
I5: Big difference. He was in the traditional school for 1 year and in one year’s 
time, he didn’t even learn to write one Chinese character, couldn’t understand 
one passage in one week. But this school uses pinyin to teach, he could read a 
lot of Chinese novels now. Chinese, already a big difference in one subject. 
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From illiterate to knowing words. He couldn’t understand Chinese before, 
because he couldn’t understand the meaning of the word, so he couldn’t write 
the words ass well. After switching to this school, just half a year, he would look 
for Chinese books to read, and now in Year 3, he could read a lot of books. Big 
difference. He used to hate reading, now he would actively read. Big difference.  
R: Apart from using pinyin, how has the Chinese curriculum here helped your son? 
I5: They teach slower, and are on a looser schedule, not teaching one chapter in just 
one week. The teachers here are willing to spend more time if students don’t 
understand. They are very detailed, ad will use different materials to teach 
students. For example, idioms, they won’t ask you to buy a book and explain 
everything in one or two weeks. They would read the story, learn to write. 
Traditional schools may require the student to finish everything in one or two 
lessons, then comes tests and dictations. This school wouldn’t. They encourage 
you to discover.  
R: Before switching to a nonlocal curriculum school, how did you get to know the 
option of sending your child to an nonlocal curriculum school? 
I5: I knew all along. I before going to the local school, he went to an nonlocal 
international school. He had a classmate who would beat and push him. And the 
teachers couldn’t not handle it.  
R: How did the teachers handled the situation? 
I5: They would ask a consoultant teacher to pay more attention, or praise the child 
on his good work or good discipline. Did not really do much.  
R: How did you learn of this school? 
I5: His friend’s sister studies in the kindergarten (related school).  
R: Can you take a look at the list, what have you considered? 
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I5: Teaching method, and curriculum, actually we didn’t think much. As long as I 
agree with this and we had to run from the old school, so we didn’t think much.  
R: Have you ever considered that his choices for secondary school/ future path may 
be limited due to his studies in an nonlocal curriculum school? 
I5: No. If he can get into universities in Hong Kong, great. If he can’t , he can go 
overseas. My older son completed F5 in Hong Kong then went to the US. I don’t 
see a difference, so I don’t insist on getting into university through traditional 
education. I don’t think lacking a university degree would mean having no 
future.  
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Appendix I – Interview Transcript 6 
 
R: Researcher     I6: Interviewee 6    S6: Student 6    S7: Student 7 
R:  What factor/ incident made you think that you have to choose a school that runs a 
non-local curriculum?  
I6:  Depends on the child’s personality. Like S5, She’s like a perfectionist. When we took 
the P1 admission examination, we didn’t apply for a lot, just a few. But I found that 
she is very pressured. She is pressured but she does not know how to tell when is she 
pressured and what is nervous what is not nervous. For example she will go to the 
toilet for 3 or four times, showing that she’s nervous. Usually she is very happy and 
nice and good at social interactions, no one would know that she is so pressured, but I 
found out in the interview. So I though, lets just wait for the allocation system, 
because we have a target school wanted to be allocated to, but we ended up not being 
allocated, I think this is the will of god. Round and round. We were on a school’s 
waiting list but we didn’t get the place, then we applied for this school. Someone 
introduced us, said ‘new school, how about giving it a try?’, It was all by accident, we 
got admitted right after the assessments, and we could skip a year, straight into Year 
2. I was worried if she could handle. Its ok if she could handle. I can tell that S6 is 
very happy that year. She is usually shy. When she is woth a group of children 
playing, she stands out, but if she has to do a solo speech, she will just stand there. 
She is not confident in herself, in the things that she can do. I compared. If I find a 
mainstream school, the school will not have time to train the children, they would just 
knock her down, they won’t give the children time to express. I am impressed with 
the principal. She hopes that children can express themselves. She mentioned that 
children may need 3-4 minutes to get into the topic, to express what they want to 
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express. But in mainstream schools, the curriculum is too packed. Each children will 
just have 1-2 minutes to express themselves. The teacher will tell them to stop even if 
they have not get to the topic. This greatly affects the child’s self-esteem. That’s why 
I thought, My elder daughter lacks confidence, but she can actually do it. I think (this 
school) can help her build up herself, to be more comfident, which is a good thing. 
During the second year, there were a lot of chances, a lot. There were little people, the 
school was new, so there were many chances to try new things, but I think local 
schools won’t have such opportunities.  If the child does not speak much, does not 
stand out, teachers (local school) may not give you the opportunity to do things. She 
is happy here, all year, learning is fun, and likes going to school. I’ve neard of cases 
that the whole family was very pressured; the child needed to see a psychologist. 
School was unbearable after just a few months. The mother was pressured too, so 
they finally changed schools. I’ve heard a lot of cases like this,. And my older 
daughter was very happy in that year, the school was good, and she meta  lot of 
friends, and they were kind. Students do not compete with each other, they have 
friendship, and help each other out. A lot of local schools cannot achieve this, not all, 
but most cannot. This is important for children’s future. So I finally put my 2nd 
daughter in the same school. She (2nd) actually applied for other schools, mainstream 
schools. SWCS also offered her a place. But I asked her, and she said she wanted to 
be with her sister. My 2nd daughter’s personality is very different from my elder 
daughter, she is brighter, like a boy, more laid back. So she cannot go to mainstream 
schools. She can but it would be difficult for her, to have to sit still for 30-45 minutes, 
without moving, or speaking. She is a creative person. She went to a learning centre 
before and the teacher said that when being asked one question, she would ask 50 
questions back. For a child like this, who learns this way, it seems like she would not 
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fit in in main stream schools. They have to be quiet, zip up their mouth in class, listen 
to the teacher and obey. My younger daughter is not like that. She would ask a lot of 
questions, in the process of using English, she uses her brain. So it seems like she 
would not fit in mainstream schools. And her sister is happy, so I chose this school. 
And the school accepted her application. So I chose this school for both.  
R:  You mentioned that you have considered schools that adopts a local curriculum, what 
is the strengths of the local curriculum, and what are the weaknesses? 
I6: Mainstream schools are more disciplined, um… first discipline, secondly… her 
studies, my studies are from local schools, I am not very familiar with nonlocal 
curriculum schools, so at the beginning I first considered local schools, some band 1 
schools, of course, all parents want their children to get into band one schools, be able 
to push them, be top of the class, what parent wouldn’t want that, it about priorities, 
how you prioritize them. Of course, I would like to try, I think the schools I target are 
not the very pressuring types winthin the mainstream, more near the end of the band 1 
scare or at the beginning of band 2. The advantages, what we learnt in our primary 
days, they may be learning similar content, there may be changes, but it feels like 
schools are more disciplined and we know what the children are learning, guiding 
them, parents can help them with their homework and revision, knowing the syllabus, 
understanding more. But in comparison, disadvantages, a lot of homework, pushy, no 
time, because there are a lot of daily homework, the child will not have time to learn 
something else, not tutorials, but some other, musical instruments, their hobbies, 
sports, something they like. If they study in mainstream schools, they won’t have the 
ability and time, cannot afford to do these. That’s the big difference for me. My 
belief, the children that I have, I let them learn different things, want them to find out 
their strengths and hobbies, to build up how the find and choose their paths in the 
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future, they need this. For example, S5’s sister adores her sister, what her sister 
learns, she learns, but they have very different personalities and strengths. I let her 
try, not discourage her, if you want to learn from your sister, fine you can. But I 
would suggest activities that I think suits her. If she likes them, she can go on, if she 
doesn’t she can stop. Starting from K1, I let them try, If you let them try, and discover 
their interest. 
R: The school now runs a british curriculum, there are less pressuring things like 
homework . Do you think it gives more opportunity in exploring her interests?  
I6: Yes. Its been a year and a half til now, and I have also tried to learn more about how 
schools outside nonlocal schools curriculums work, how lessons work, what teachers 
are like, I do think there are room for improvement. For example now the whole 
system is from the UK, apart form Chinese and Maths, the projects, and activities, 
like in Geography or History, they are actually learning from them, not limited in 
textbooks, 1 is 1, 2 is 2, 3 is 3. From project, the can voice their opinions, or they can 
read, do research, they ask questions. Its fun and they learn without knowing, and are 
motivated to explore. This is an advantage compared to local schools.  
 
I think teaching here has already changed, I know a lot of people from church who are 
teachers, when I communicate with them, when they teach, they say, before its really 
teaching, transmitting knowledge to students, but now its not. Because its too rushed 
and they have  lot of admin work, they view a lot of things like market, sell them, ha.. 
this is quite sad. I think, when we were in primary school, we didn’t know what was 
happeneing, not until P5 did we START working harder, because we needed to take 
the exam for secondary school in P6, I didn’t started working hard until 10, not very 
hard, actually, took a book out to read from time to time, revising, memorizing. Now, 
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with technology, the whole society is so different is it necessary to push that hard? I 
doubt if its necessary. Do we need to have 8-10 homework daily? Would they really 
learn? This is my question. Because, me, 3 children, I don't want to drive myself 
crazy as well. I do work.  We have a domestic helper. But the problem is, I myself 
like working, if you ask me to stay home and wait for them to be back from school 
everyday, I don’t feel comfortable, and they would feel pressured. Because I have 
high expectations. If for local schools, I would be stressed, and I would push them 
hard. Would this affect our relationship? This is a problem. So they.. when I ask, I ‘ll 
stop working and stay home, they shoke their heads so hard and said ‘No, you better 
go to work”. Because I now want them to be more self-initiated. More initiate. Take 
effort in finishing their work. Its just Chinese, but for a Year 3, I think it is already a 
lot. For a nonlocal, international curriculum schoo, 2-3 homework per day is already a 
lot. The child is also a little stressed. Because they have something new to learn 
everyday, their schedule is full. For example, S6 learns ballet and gymnastics, she 
doesn’t want to stop. And she has been learning swimming since she was small so she 
doesn’t want to stop. To me, swimming is a little compulsory, they both have nose 
allergies, we want her to be physically stronger. So this we pushed them, but they are 
both okay with it now, so we continued. S6, we will start helping her with maths. 
Because, this is what I want to say, the comments I have, is that I think, Maths, is 
pretty weak, I understand, I talked to Ms Leung, the school wants to have a local 
standard of maths, contradicts with the teaching. Because the use the UK way, and it 
is very different. In the local system children need to memorize, there is a conflict 
with things like active learning. So in this area, the school needs time to coordinate. 
To me, maths, I study maths, sometimes practice is important. Doing a lot helps, 
helps you memorize. Understanding the method, then is adapting to small twists in 
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between. But you need to do more,  practices and exercises. But this school does not 
recommend. So there is a small problem here. So I have them learn maths outside. 
Chinese, not much problem. I remember maths and Chinese, the school wanted these 
to follow the local curriculum, right? And I think Chinese is up to standard, it's the 
problem with maths. I think it may take 1-2 years, S6 will graduate in 1-2 years, if I 
push her then, it will be a little late. Depends on your planning for secondary school. 
R:  Are you planning to let them return to the local stream? Or stick with nonlocal?  
I6: There’s a possibility that we may go back to the mainstream. It seems that local 
secondary schools are not as pushy as local primary schools. Students’ self-
initiation’s different. If S6 could keep her Chinese and Maths, it shouldn’t be a 
problem, they wouldn’t have a problem getting a school in the local stream. Because, 
in secondary school, it highly depends on the students self-initiation, if they are self-
motivated, or are they motivated by parents. They are still small now in primary 
school, , 9/10 are forced by parents. They still want to play. But when getting into 
secondary school, their mind set, and others are different, they know where should 
they put studying and learning. Their autonomy and self-initiation would be greater, 
so by then it should be the mum pushing them, but to find areas they are interested in, 
I have considered, if they can, try outside (local) schools first.   
R:  Have you considered if they can adapt to the local curriculum in the future?  
I6: I wanted S6 to try applying for insertion in other school to test her level. But she 
doesn’t want to  so I left the thought. So I’ll wait til secondary school. Afterall bonds 
would be looser after they get into secondary. The existing syllabus isn’t really that 
bad, although it doesn’t use mainstream teaching methods, a lot of things, like 
History, local schools don’t have history, not until secondary school, in these areas, I 
think its better.  
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R:  how about teaching methods or learning strategies, do you think there will be 
difficulties in adapting to these?  
I6:  Possibly, but um… for S6, she is highly self motivated, she loves reading. She reads 
books, magazines, like National Geography, Kids for Kids etc, she reads them. So I 
want to build up, they would acquire knowledge from books, when they go up to 
Secondary school, they have already implemented a lot of group work, and projects. 
That can help them. S7, is still small, she has a different personality, so I’ll need time 
to see if its suitable for her. I don’t think they have to be in the same school.  
R:  
I6: Suitable for child’s personality. Moral education: I am Christian. Why I applied to so 
few schools, is because I don’t have much choice. I was picky. I wouldn’t choose 
schools that are not Christian. If the school’s not in Kowloon, I wouldn’t choose it. So 
there are just a few choices. There should be a secondary school connection. I filtered 
away a lot of schools.  
R: So you aimed at look for through train schools?  
I6: Yes, yes. That’s why I just applied to a few schools. Because, I deeply believe that 
religion has a great impact on my child. Em.. not saying that she would not 100% 
pick up some bad habits, but I think the teachers are more caring. So I think the 
school, I am impressed with the principal love, and teaching, giving opportunities to 
students. This is why I let my two girls stay in this school. Of course, I am a little 
surprised with Ms Leung’s retirement but I hope that the new principal would keep on 
following the mission of the school, showing the values of Christian love and the 
moral values implied by the bible. I think, even though it is not a mainstream school, 
students’ discipline won’t be too bad. Of course, there will be naughty children, but 
this in inevitable. But it eventully depends on which side the child is more adapted to, 
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the well hebehaved children, listening to the teacher, then the possibility of her going 
on the wrong path is very small. This is an important factor for me when choosing a 
school.  
R: As a small conclusion, you think that local schools do not suit your children rushed 
syllabus, because there are few chances for trying and expressing one’s self, rushed 
curriculum and pushy, little opportunity for children to represent themselves, and the 
competition between friends and classmates.  
I6: Yes  
R: For nonlocal, teaching methods, allow children to explore, happy and learning at the 
same time, and are given more opportunities.  
I6:  Yes, that’s about it. 
R: Where did you found out that there’s an option to send your children to international 
schools? 
I6:  Er.. mostly from friends.  
R: After knowing from friends, where did you look for information? 
I6: Yes I did, I am still learning, and doing research. Because the school now is not 
entirely an international school. Semi-international. There are differences after all. I 
am still learning. 
R: Where did you get your information? 
I6: Internet, friends,, parents of international schools, we chat, do sharings. I am not 
worried. She should be able to get a place in local schools.  
R: When you choose a school for your children, which is the most important factor?  
I6: 3 /4 I will consider my child’s characteristics but also consider if the school’s syllabus 
suits her. So these two should go together.  
R:  the most important are these two. If comparing 6 and 8, which is more important?  
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I6:  8. You need to have a plan, local or nonlocal, or I don’t care, I’m sending her 
overseas, before considering if the school syllabus can fit her needs, if the syllabus 
allows her to adapt to the local curriculum, etc.  
R: Do you have anything to add? 
I6: Yes, location. I won’t choose HKIsland. We’d need to spend  a lot of time on 
transportation. 
R:  Will you add religion to this list?  
I6: Yes 
R:  Ok, in these 11 factors, can you rank them?   
R:  4. 3, 10religion, 8, 6, 2, 7, 11location, 5, 1 
R:  Will you consider teacher quality? 
I6:  Yes 
